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August 25, 2021

The Board of School Trustees of the Centerville-Abington Community Schools met at 7:00 p.m. in
the Spencer Administration Building. The following members were physically present at the
Spencer Administration Building: Todd Duke, Susan Hamilton, Brad Lambright, Andy Wandersee,
and Renee Westover. The public observed the meeting via in-person or through Zoom. The meeting
was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Motion by Susan Hamilton, second by Renee Westover to approve the consent items as presented.
All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Todd Duke opened the floor to community comments. The following members of the community
spoke to the School Board:

John Cannarella - 5120 W CR 75N, Connersville, IN - He and his family lives in Fayette County
School District, but he chose to send his children to Centerville because it is a great school system.
He believes mask mandates are a mistake and hurts our student’s education. He said he has
contacted people who said the school district is not obligated to follow the county health
department.

Amy Gibbs - 9060 Black Road, Centerville, IN - She is a staff member at CACS. She had a suggestion
about contact tracing, She suggested teachers move kids around every 14 minutes to avoid contact
being longer than 15 minutes as this would prevent the need to complete any contact tracing in the
classrooms.

Nicole Lainhart - 402 Cherokee Lane, Richmond, IN - She thanked the school for staying open last
year during COVID. She said there is such a slight chance of death in people, but that the media and
politicians spread fear among people. She said we don’t know the harmful effects yet of what
wearing a mask will do to children for eight hours per day.

Shelby Life - 6296 N Round Barn Rd., Williamsburg, IN - She is currently a student at CACS, and she
will be opting out of wearing a mask at school. She is concerned that staff and students are not even
properly wearing masks or wearing the N95 masks, She said that masks lead to negative effects on
students and staff members.

Corey Life - 6296 N Round Barn Rd., Williamsburg, IN - He believes that his daughter speaking in
front of the School Board speaks a lot about the situation we are currently in at this time. He said
this is teaching our children to be sheep and do what they're told by the school. He said itis up to
the parents to decide what to do or what not to do. He said if you choose to wear a mask, by all
means, wear one, but do not force wearing masks upon others. He said he would be un-enrolling his
children and letting them homeschool instead.
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Terri Moses - 4607 Study Road, Centerville, IN — She has a son who is a pre-school student at Rose
Hamilton Elementary. He has a speech disability, and he cannot effectively learn how to overcome
this disability when both he and the teacher are wearing a mask. She asks the people who are
leaders in education to use their college degrees and make the best decision.

Chris Maule - 6574 McConaha Road, Centerville, IN - He said mandates by the government are
troublesome. He said the school district should be making the best decisions for children,
regardless of what the health department decides or recommends. He said the school needs to
make the best decisions for its students and not listen to the government’s health department. The
health department is pushing horrible recommendations that if we did this as parents, they would
be charged with child abuse. He said he had three questions for the School Board: 1) What laws are
we breaking if we don't follow the CDC laws?; 2) What happens to the school if we don't follow
these laws?; and 3) What benefits are there to the school for following these recommendations?

Ryan Swope - 4404 Merkamp Road, Centerville, IN - He is here to express his disappointment in
the School Board in allowing the policies created and implemented by Dr, McCoy without
intervention. He said the School Board is elected to represent the people. They should be following
what the electorate wants, He said the School Board needs a backbone to go against the health
department’s recommendations. He said the community is putting the School Board on notice that
they need to stand up for our children. He asked for their resignations if they cannot do this.

Jessica Cate — 901 E College Corner Rd, Centerville, IN - She asked the School Board to consider
some policies and procedures. She asked for volunteers for coaches if coaches get quarantined and
the team cannot practice. She recommended teachers move students around 14 minutes so there is
no contact tracing. She also asked the School Board to consider allowing families to be able to make
their own decisions about wearing masks.

William Mull -- 4337 W National Rd, Richmond, IN - He said he believes that this is not the health
department’s decision to wear masks and quarantine. He said he was mad at the health department,
but he is really upset with the School Board. He said the junior high football team was quarantined
and now when they come back they have to wear masks even at practice. He said teachers are not
doing the same things, and this should be the same across the corporation. He said kids are not
being allowed to have water because water fountains are not open.

Kristin Walton — 113 South Morton Ave,, Centerville, IN — She said she did not have much to add
because she is echoing the same feelings as everyone who has already spoken. She asked for the
school corporation to play a six-minute video that she had brought with her. Todd Duke said the
School Board will not be able to watch the video tonight, but she can send the video to him and he
will make sure itis distributed to the people at the table. She provided some sheets with data that
she gave to the School Board. She said the School Board started the meeting reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance, yet they are not upholding what it stands for. She described the definition of “liberty”. A
member of the community recited the definition of “liberty”, She said she thinks the school is
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getting a kickback of money from the government by following the guidelines of the health
department.

Terri Jo Abbitt -- 7525 George Early Road - She is asking for answers about which School Board
members voted “yes” for the mandate so she can be a much more informed voter in the next School
Board election. She said that if the board members are not willing to represent us, then the
community needs to find somebody who will. She is asking the School Board to consider what is
best for the students. She said she is happy with Centerville schools. She would like to know if the
School Board even voted on this mask mandate.

Joe Estes - Lives in Hagerstown (no address given) - He has an 11-year-old grandson. He said he
wants to attend the Amish schools because they do not follow these rules. He said the Amish are
doing things correctly and not following the fear that is produced by the media. He said the Amish
set their own standards and do not listen to the health department.

Nikki Hall - 1613 Hildabrand Rd -- She would like to know if the School Board will stand behind the
parents if they go to the health department and demand no more masks and quarantines.

Todd Duke opened the community comments to members who attended virtually. No one spoke.
Todd Duke closed the floor to community comments. Todd Duke spoke about the responsibility of
the School Board to provide the best education possible for the students of Centerville-Abington
Schools.

0ld Business:

Dr. McCoy gave an update on enrollment numbers for the corporation. Dr. McCoy said he sent
numbers to the School Board and it will be pretty close to 1,765 students at the count date in
September. No action required.

Dr. McCoy and Mrs. Stover presented the proposed 2022 budget for discussion. Mrs. Stover said the
forms contain budget information the School Board has seen before. She asked the School Board to
take a look at these forms and let her know if they have any questions. The School Board received
copies of the School Bus Replacement Plan and Capital Projects Plan, Dr. McCoy and Mrs. Stover
presented for consideration the publication of budgets on Gateway and the CACS website,
consisting of Form 3, Capital Projects Plan, and the Bus Replacement Plan. Motion by Andy
Wandersee, second by Renee Westover to approve the publication of budgets. All members present
voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Motion by Susan Hamilton, second by Andy Wandersee to approve the public hearing date to
taxpayers on Wednesday, Sept. 22.
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New Business:

Dr. McCoy and the Building Project Team of Moake Park, Ed Martin, and Baker Tilly presented the
project hearing for the 2021 bond project, Ed Martin explained that under Indiana law whenever a
school corporation proposes to construct or renovate a school building at a cost in excess of one
million dollars it must first hold a public hearing. Also, all interested people may give testimony or
ask questions concerning the project. This “project” includes the construction of a transportation
facility, safety, security, technology, paving, and site improvements. Jake Shuey and Ryan Fetters
from Baker Tilly spoke about the financing of the proposed project, the estimated project cost, and
the project schedule. This project will have no tax rate impact on the community. Todd Duke
opened the floor to community comments about the project hearing. Chris Maule (6574 McConaha
Road, Centerville, IN) said he appreciated that the School Board was upgrading the infrastructure of
the school system and not investing in athletic facilities. There were no other community
comments. Todd Duke closed the floor for community comments.

Ed Martin said the School Board will be considering two resolutions, Susan Hamilton read Exhibit A
Project Resolution 16.1.21 to the School Board. Motion by Andy Wandersee, second by Renee
Westover to adopt the resolution. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed
5-0. Documentation follows.

Ed Martin summarized the reimbursement resolution to the School Board. Susan Hamilton read
Exhibit B Declaration of Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures Resolution 16.2.21. Motion by
Brad Lambright, second by Renee Westover to adopt the resolution. All members present voted in
favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Jeremy Ogle from the Moake Parke Group presented an update on the transportation center project.
He said bidding should begin in December. Construction would be set to begin in March and be
completed by the following spring, Susan Hamilton said she wanted to know if the bus garage could
handle electric buses, which schools are being federally mandated to purchase starting 2030.
Jeremy said the center should be adaptable to adjust to the needs of electric buses, if needed. No
action required.

Dr. McCoy gave an update on current numbers in regards to COVID in the buildings. Dr. McCoy said
as of Aug. 24, there were 43 positives and nearly 400 students who were quarantined. Brad
Lambright asked how numbers compared across the buildings. Dr. McCoy said the hardest hit
building has been Centerville-Abington Elementary. Brad Lambright asked if it would be a good
time for the School Board to begin answering some of the questions that were asked by the
community. Andy Wandersee said he would like to give his thoughts during discussion on
additional items, Terri Moses (4607 Study Road, Centerville, IN) addressed the School Board again
about COVID despite community comments being closed. The School Board heard her comments.
No action required.
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Dr. McCoy presented the project requisitions from the buildings. Dr. McCoy spoke about updates on
the requisitions that had changed during the day. Susan Hamilton said there used to be more
requisitions completed by the athletic teams. Andy Wandersee said he spoke to Mr. Osting and he
said they are trying to do some different things with the athletics fundraisers. Motion by Renee
Westover, second by Andy Wandersee to approve the project requisitions. All members present
voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows,

Mr. Stevenson presented an update on the building project. He said that representatives from Thor
said today that they expect the offices to be move-in ready by Tuesday, Sept. 7 (after Labor Day).
They have been continuing work on interior and exterior finishes in the offices, classrooms, and
locker room areas. The carpet and VCT in the office should be done today or tomorrow. The
reception desk should be installed by Friday along with the benches in the locker rooms; the
lockers are installed. There have been some roof leaks in the boys’ and girls’ restrooms and they are
bringing in the roofers again to look at them. Doug Ford is working with Honeywell and Thor to get
access points on the new office doors. There is also a new timeline for Unit C. No action required.

Mr. Stevenson reported on support services. He said the cafeterias are still short-staffed and people
have been covering to help serve food. This is a situation that will have to be monitored. Mr.
Stevenson acknowledged the work put in by the groundskeepers, custodians, and maintenance for
getting schools ready for students. He said the corporation has also purchased wipes and more
cleaning supplies for teachers. They have also purchased and received donations for masks. No
action required.

Dr. McCoy announced the Negotiation Hearing will take place on Sept. 15, 2021, at 3 p.m, Dr, McCoy
said this is the meeting when he and the CEA will meet to go through the negotiation process.

M. Pritchard asked for consideration of hiring an additional Title I aide for Rose Hamilton
Elementary. Mr. Pritchard said the increases in population in the Kindergarten classes necessitated
the proposal for an additional aide. He said the Title I grant would cover the entire cost of the
position and it would not cost the corporation any money. Motion by Susan Hamilton, second by
Renee Westover to approve the resolution to allow Mr. Pritchard to add an additional Title I aide.
All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Additional Items:

Todd Duke said there was an additional employment report. Motion by Susan Hamilton, second by
Renee Westover to approve the additional employment report. All members present voted in favor
of the motion. Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Dr. McCoy said there was an additional proposal for Professional Surveying Services for the
transportation building project. Ed Martin spoke about why they cannot mortgage bare ground and
they will be taking a sliver of the building of Rose Hamilton as collateral. Susan Hamilton asked
about the part of Rose Hamilton that was leased, and she asked if that couldn’t be used in the
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mortgage. Ed Martin explained that they would be able to use the 2014 part because it is
encumbered and will be part of the 2021 lease financing. Motion by Susan Hamilton, second by
Renee Westover to approve the additional piece to the survey. All members present voted in favor
of the motion. Mation passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Mr. Stevenson asked the audience to recognize Mr. Dick Bohlander, who passed away this morning.
Mr. Bohlander was a longtime educator and administrator at Centerville-Abington Schools. He
began as a teacher at the junior high in 1962 before being named principal at Centerville-Abington
Junior High School from 1964-1990. From 1990-96, he was the principal at Rose Hamilton
Elementary. Mr. Bohlander had a positive effect on many students, staff, and parents at Centerville
Schools. He sent out many letters, notes, and article clippings to former and current students with
notes of encouragement.

Andy Wandersee said that the number one focus of the School Board is to keep the doors open, and
he said it would be good to have some discussion as a School Board to consider the comments from
the community. Todd Duke said he agrees with Andy Wandersee and that it would be good to
discuss these things. Brad Lambright said things have been changing very fast and the School Board
should meet to discuss and consider the questions presented by the people who attended the
meeting tonight. Todd Duke suggested the School Board have an executive session. Renee Westover
said all of the School Board member’s kids have been quarantined, so they relate to the feelings of
the community. Brad Lambright said that by talking through the questions, it will present them
with more data and assist in making the best educational decision for students, Todd Duke
proposed an executive session at 7:00 p.m. on Aug. 31. Motion by Brad Lambright, second by Andy
Wandersee to approve the executive session. All members present voted in favor of the motion.
Motion passed 5-0. Documentation follows.

Motion by Andy Wandersee, second by Brad Lambright to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 p.m. All
members presentvoted in favor of the motion. Motion passed 5-0.
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Todd Duke, President Susan Dell Hamilton, Secretary
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