CENTERVILLE~ABINGTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NEWS
November 2022

Fall field trips

Kindergartners visited Jacob's Orchard near
New Castle in September. In October, both kindergartners and first-graders visited Safety Village (below)
in Richmond. Students learned about and practiced fire
safety, including what to do in case of a fire.
First grade teacher Alyssa Davis said first
grade also took a trip to Brumbaugh's Fruit Farm in
Arcanum, Ohio, in September (at left). Students learned
about the life cycle of an apple tree and how farmers
pick apples. They also learned about the life cycle of a
bee and and how bees make honey.
Second grade visited the Civic Theater (bottom
left) to see the play "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow."

Not just about books anymore
Principal Kelly VanWinkle said students are loving library time at
Centerville-Abington Elementary School this year.
“It is so much more than just checking out books,” she said.
Victoria Bevins, Integrated Media Specialist, said one of the new
projects this year is the genrefication of the fiction department. Each book was
assigned a genre, such as mystery, fantasy, humor, or adventure, and shelved
accordingly. Labels and signs added to the shelves and walls helped organize
everything and make it easier for students to find books of interest.
The second big change at the library is the new Makerspace/STEM
stations (science, technology, engineering, and math).
“Makerspace is a time or place that allows for some creative freedom
with a variety of materials to promote problem solving, critical thinking/planning and use of imagination,” said Mrs. Bevins. “STEM does the same but is
usually a bit more structured or more heavily tied to science and math.”
Weekly library time is split into three sections of 15 minutes each for a
read-aloud and/or mini lesson; book browsing and checkout; and a station for
using art and imagination, honing research skills with Chromebooks, and
working with Legos, brain teasers, and other materials.
The school store helps promote reading and good character. After
earning Bulldog Bucks for a good score on their Accelerated Reader book
quizzes, students are able to buy prizes donated largely by DOT foods, Ivy
Tech, IU East, Reid Health, and Meijer. Students can also earn Bulldog Bucks
from teachers, counselors, and administration for good behavior and character.

Unity Tree

The new library assistant, Tina Hicks,
and her therapy dog, Grace, have joined the
library staff at Centerville-Abington Elementary School. Mrs. Hicks has more than 40
years of teaching experience. Grace was
trained locally through K9 Fetch. Every
student gets to see her at least once a week in
the library and enjoy giving her a pet or a
treat and sitting with her while they read.
Several of our students come to visit Grace
more often when they need a break or help to
calm down. Our counselors have also utilized

In October, library staff shared books and taught mini
lessons on kindness, acceptance, inclusion, and the
prevention of bullying (as promoted by the PACER’s
National Bullying Prevention Center). Each student wrote
on an orange leaf one way they could show kindness or
prevent bullying. The leaves were used to create a Unity
Tree. The collaborative message below the tree was part of
a Creation Station for third grade.

In the monthly bookmark contest, students’ designs
must incorporate reading and the Core Essentials “Word of the
Month.” Winning designs, shown above, are made into
bookmarks for all of the students in the school.

New teachers
Ryan Cole is the new
head football coach at Centerville Senior High School. He
is also Wellness Center coordinator and physical education teacher.
He was the head football coach and PE teacher at
Wes-Del High School last
year.
Coach Cole was an
entrepreneur from 2011-2020,
first as a co-founder/owner of Indiana Primetime Sports
(a youth sports organization) and then as president of
Finch Creek Fieldhouse (after selling part of his business
to that sports facility).
Coach Cole was assistant football and basketball
coach, weight room coordinator, and PE teacher at Garrett
High School from 2008 to 2011.

Tristan Migoski is
the elementary music teacher, splitting his days between
the two schools. He is not
new to the schools, having
filled the same position as a
long-term substitute teacher
last spring. In addition, he is
the fifth and sixth grade choir
director and the assistant
band director at the high
school, helping with after school activities such as band
concerts, pep band, and parades. He was on staff with the
Centerville High School marching band this past summer
as a woodwind technician leading sectional rehearsals.
Mr. Migoski graduated from Ball State University in December of last year after finishing his student
teaching with Chuck Roesch, Centerville’s previous band
director.

Jonathan Lucy is
the band director and one of
the music teachers for the
junior high and high school.
In his seventh year of teaching, he also coaches the Fine
Arts Academic Team, leads
the pep band at sporting
events and parades, and
directs the Blue Regiment
(summer marching band).
Mr. Lucy has taught
at Fort Frye Local Schools in Ohio and in the Richmond
Community Schools. Both positions involved high school
band directing and middle school responsibilities.
Mr. Lucy said he applied for his new position
after hearing in a recommendation that “the community,
administrative, and parent support was unique and super
positive here.”

Megan Santner teaches algebra at the senior high.
Prior to this year, she taught for
three years at Richmond High
School.
Her daughter currently
attends Centerville Elementary.
“I wanted to teach in
the same school district, and a
position opened up at the end of
last school year,” she said.
“It has been a great change, and
I am proud to be a Bulldog.”

Tess Newton teaches
Spanish 3, Spanish 2, and junior high Spanish.
She taught at Richmond High School for 12 ½
years and at Seton Catholic
High School for 1 ½ years.
She said, “I currently
teach online for IU East as
well. I teach Spanish and a
graduate level World Language Methods course. I have also taught a graduate level
World Language Methods course at Earlham.”

Aarika Smith is a
sixth grade math and science teacher. A first-year
teacher, Mrs. Smith graduated from IU East in May.
She also was trained as a
dental assistant and radiographer and has experience
in banking and management.
“In 2018, after many
years of searching for the perfect career and passion, I
realized teaching was it all along,” she said. “I know
without a shadow of doubt I am right where I belong.”
Mrs. Smith attended Centerville-Abington
schools and graduated in 2006.

Alyssa Kish is a
sixth grade ELA/social studies teacher and the assistant director of the upcoming
school play.
Previously,she taught
sixth grade in New Castle for
a year. She is originally from
Michigan.

Jennifer Hale feels
lucky to be teaching sixth
grade this year. In her seventh
year of teaching, she previously taught kindergarten,
first, and second grade at
Westview Elementary in
Richmond. She was also an
interventionist for third and
fourth grades. She taught first
grade at Vaile Elementary for
a year. She earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from IU East.
Mrs. Hale lives in Centerville with her husband,
Alton, and two sons. Mason graduated from Centerville
in 2020 and Bryson is a senior this year.

“I enjoy watching my kids participate in sports,
and I am sad those days are ending,” Mrs. Hale said. “I
love to travel with my family, watch the Cincinnati Reds’
games, and play golf.”
Darcy Talbot, a new
third grade teacher, is in her
twelfth year teaching at the
elementary level. Previous
positions in the Richmond
Community Schools included
fifth grade at Westview Elementary and first, second,
and fourth grades at Crestdale Elementary. A graduate
of Indiana University East,
Mrs. Talbot completed her
student teaching at Rose Hamilton Elementary School.
Mrs Talbot’s husband, Jason, is the assistant
principal at Centerville Senior High School.
“Our children attend/will attend Centerville, so
this was a family move for me,” she said. “I’m enjoying
the welcoming atmosphere of Centerville-Abington
Schools.”
Although not new to the school corporation,
Laurie Shadle has moved from the elementary level to
junior high. She teaches seventh grade science, replacing Bill Lewis, who retired.

Transportation project moving along
Construction is underway east of the Wellness Center parking lot on a new transportation center. The project began
in the summer and will continue for more than a year. In October, Thor Construction began prepping the ground for
construction of the parking lot. It is expected to be completed by December 1. The building and other amenities will be
installed in 2023. The mowing shed and basketball courts that stood in this area were demolished during the summer. This
area used to be part of the Wayne County 4-H Fairgrounds before it was moved to its current location on Salisbury Road.
The picture below is an early rendering of the transportation center. Some changes have been made since this
rendering was created, but the completed transportation center will look similar. After its completion, all buses and other
transportation vehicles will be stored in this area. Upon the building's completion, the maintenance department will move
to the former bus barn, and the grounds equipment will move into the former maintenance building.

Student Council at Centerville-Abington Elementary School will be creating an "Honor Wall" for
Veterans Day.
“We are going to send home a letter requesting students send in short profiles with pictures of family
members who have served or are serving in the armed forces,” said sponsor Kathy Kassens in October. “We
plan to put their pictures and profile sheets on red, white, and blue paper and create an image of the flag. We
will add decorative touches of poppies and soldier silhouettes.”
In addition to the "Honor Wall," a Veterans Day table will be set up with a white tablecloth, a vase with
a single red rose, a bible, and the book America's White Table.
“Our hope is that classes will come and pay respects to the "Honor Wall" and that teachers will read
the book to the students while they visit,” said Ms. Kassens.

Fall festival
Principal Kelly VanWinkle declared the Fall Family Night in October a “huge
success!”
“On this night, we had trunk or treat and the Centerville cafeteria ladies provided a
ghost pop toss and dessert walk,” said Mrs. VanWinkle. “Inside we had book fair, pictures
and reading with Rufus [IU East mascot], bounce houses in the gym, and free pizza meal in
the cafeteria served by Centerville Elementary cafeteria staff.” She thanked
IU East, school staff, and other participants on Facebook: Centerville Fire
Department, Abington Fire Department,
Centerville Police Department, Well 414,
Richmond Orthodontists, Cutting Edge
Physical Therapy, DOT foods, Blue
Buffalo, Centerville Lion’s Club, and
Centerville Youth Football.
The Fall Family Nig ht was a h uge success! A special thanks to everyone who helped with provid ing such a wo nderful evening for our fa milies and commun ity! Tha nk you Centerville Elementary teachers and s taff, Centerville Schools’ cafeteria s taff, the Cen terville Fire Dept., the Ab ington Fire
Dept.,

The IU East mascot,
Rufus, spent the evening reading
with students and posing for
pictures. Other pictures from the
Fall Family Night show Disney
villains (fifth grade teachers)
and unicorns (third grade
teachers). Each grade level’s
teachers, as well as businesses
and organizations, including the
Centerville Police, provided
trunk or treat.

Junior high students learn skills needed
in one of the fastest growing job markets
The goal of computer science classes at
Centerville Junior High School is to improve problem
solving skills and give students a glimpse into one of the
fastest growing job markets in the United States,
according to teacher Jason Searcy. Junior high students
take a computer science course one semester in both the
seventh and eighth grade.
In the seventh grade class, technology is used as
a foundation for solving problems.
“A skill that some middle school students
struggle with at times,” said Mr. Searcy.
Web
development teaches students how to structure and style
their pages using HTML and CSS. “They also practice
valuable programming skills such as debugging,
using resources, and teamwork.”
When seventh-graders explore animation and games, they start with simple shapes
and build up to more sophisticated sprite-based
games using the same programming concepts
and design process computer scientists use
every day.
Eighth-graders develop programs that
utilize the same hardware inputs and outputs
that you see in smart devices, looking at how a
simple rough prototype can lead to a finished
product. Mr. Searcy said app design focuses
heavily on important skills like debugging, pair
programming, and user testing. During this part
of the class, students learn how to design user
interfaces and write event-driven programs.

In their computer
science class, junior high
students created the code
(above) to make the Circuit
Playground (at left) produce
a light show.

